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This study compares the marks of lower class men with those
of upper class men in the same courses. It was found that Freshmen experience greater difficulty in comparison with their older
class-mates than any other class does. Seniors fall slightly below
the standards set by Juniors.

INFLUENCE OF REDUCING CREDIT FOR ABSENCE ON
REGULARITY OF CLASS ATTENDANCE IN COLLEGE
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In the summer of 1916 at Iowa State Teachers College the rule
of the faculty that one-tenth of a point of credit should be deducted for each unexcused absence in any class became effective.
For the three years preceding that time the median percentage of
absence per term was 2.2 with a mean variation of .13; immediately after the rule went into effect the median percentage of ab- .
sence was lowered to 1.45 -+- .25, which is a reduction in amount
of absence of about one-third.
If attendance is studied from the view of the percentage of
students in each class who were never absent during the term it is
to be seen that the median preceding the rule was 42 -+-/4.S ; but
afterward it was 60.S -+- 4.5. This shows that a third more students
were perfect in attendance after the rule than before it.
During the first year of the operation of the rule no teacher liad
as low a percentage of perfect attendance as the average of the
year before; and every teacher had a higher percentage of perfect
attendance than the year before the rule went into effect. This
excellence of perfect attendance holds to the present time; and no
teacher who was here before the rule went into effect has had as
low a percentage of perfect attendance the past year as he had
before the rule went into effect.
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